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Headline: 'Rise in tobacco licence fee will benefit criminals'

‘Rise in tobacco
licence fee will
benefit criminals’

by Stephen Rogers from the vending machines lowing the introduction of
X . o in their premises and, if Plain packaging”

Plans for a 200-fold rise in  forced to pay such a large

the cost of the licence fee t0  fee many would simply stop

sell tobacco could see many  gelline tobacco.

outlets choose not to offer Prher are owr G000

the products and drive more  gytlets across Ireland, ser-

people to the black market, jced bv [CMOA members,
it has been claimed. many of whom are one-man
Ihe Irish Cigarette Ma-  or gmall family operations,”
chine Operators Association  he said. “ICMOA members
yesterday called its members  pyainly service bars, pubs,
to an EGM to _dlscuss _the. and hotels, These are mostly
prupcsgd lc‘gm‘l'?m“ which, ¢ operations in each
it claimed, will severely gutler, which will not be
impact the vending industry, economically viable should
which employs 145 HI-"F‘-"-“I-"I“- such a fee increase occur.
and is ‘L-\'L'YI'I'TI'.I over E] fam to "'l'he ﬂ'l'.ll}'- 'Ihyenp]_{l to E"Jiﬂ
the economy. if the industry suffers are
Were very concerned  the criminal gangs who will
about several proposed De- profit from sales of illegal
partment of Health mea- {ghacco products.”
sures that have the potential The Vintners Federation
to decimate our industry in 5f [relind said the rise
a very short space of time,”  would be “yet another bur-
said  TCMOA  spokesman  den on publicans who have
Cormac Dunn. . taced mounting costs over
He said the EGM was  the last decade”, and vowed
called in light of reports that ¢ strongly oppose any at-
the retail licence fee will be  tempt to implement it.
increased from a once-off Mr Dunne also criticised
€50 to €500 per outlet per  Government plans to intro-
year, in order to reach the duce plain packaging for to-
Government’s target of €5m  haceo hrands.
per year. He said the fee “The evidence from Aus-
could rise to up to €1,000 1€  tralia is clear, the illicit trade
people withdrew from the s growing and criminals are
mdustry, as the target will  henefiting,” said Mr Dunne.
have to _bc achieved. _ *According to a recent KP-
He said many venues, in- MG report, the illicit trade
cluding large éjuhs, only has erown by 20% in Aus-
make €400 to €500 a year  r3lia in the vear [2013] fol-




